P 789
Andreas Grunheide

Anonymous

1638
Oil on paper glued on canvas

101 cm x 77 cm

Leiden University, anatomical museum

Andreas Grunheide was a Prussian serf and farmhand, who had accidentally swallowed a knife. Professors of the medical faculty of the University of Konigsberg endeavoured to free him of this foreign body in his belly, knowing full well the risks involved in such an operation. The operation was carried out by the surgeon, ophtamologist, herniotomist and stone cutter Daniel Schwalbe under the direction of the Konigsberg academics. It was a success, turning Grunheide into a medical cause celebre in the whole of Europe.
This portrait was given to the Leiden University anatomical theatre in 1638 by Daniel Beckher, the dean of the Konigsberg medical factory, together with a truth certificate with the seal of Konigsberg university. From correspondence between Beckher and Professor Otto Heurnius, in charge of the Leiden anatomy theatre, it turns out that Leiden was initially promised the knife. This however was given to the King of Poland.

Beckher also published a book about this case: De Cultrivorio Prussiaco, (of the Prussian knife swallower) published in Konigsberg in 1636, in Leiden in 1641 and reprinted in @@@. The painting could still be seen in the Leiden theatrum anatomicum in 1790.
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